
Issue 3:2006 July/August 2006 

 Shrewsbury Diocese Justice and Peace Commission 

QUICK NEWS NETWORK 
 
 
 
 

Email from Pax Christi - 18/7/06 
The British Section of Pax Christi 
-  Call to end Violence and  
Punishment in Israel, Palestine 
and Lebanon  
 

1. Calls on Israel to cease im-
mediately its indiscriminate 
assault on the people of 
Lebanon, and in the near 
future, to open talks with Pal-
estinian representatives on 
the equitable and just resolu-
tion of the long-running con-
flict with Palestine.  The con-
tinuing Administrative Deten-
tion of hundreds of Palestin-
ian citizens and the collective 
punishment of the Palestinian 
people is at the root of the 
ongoing violence against the 
people of Israel.  

2. Calls on Hizbollah and 
Hamas, or whoever hold 
them, to release at once the 
captured Israeli soldiers, held 
in violation of international 
law, and to cease immedi-
ately their indiscriminate  
rocket attacks on the people 
of Israel.  

3. We affirm the message of 
Pope Benedict XVI, "neither 

terrorist acts nor reprisals, 
especially when they entail 
tragic consequences for the 
civilian population, can be 
justified,… by such paths, as 
bitter experience shows, 
positive results are not 
achieved."  

4.  Calls on all people of faith to 
pray that those everywhere, 
including those in the govern-
ment of our country, who 
take the path of violence, will 
come to see that violence 
solves no problems.  It only 
generates more violence and 
creates deeper divisions be-
tween communities.  'Peace 
is the fruit of anxious daily 
care to see that everyone 
lives in the justice that God 
intends'. (Pope Paul VI Popu-
lorum Progressio 1967)  

 
Useful Church-Related Websites  
 www.cmep.org.  Churches for  
 Middle East Peace (USA) 
 www.caritas.org.  
 Caritas Internationalis  
www.ekklesia.co.uk.  Ekklesia 
 
Letters from Lebanon 
We will continue to post messages 
we receive from our friend Roula on 
t he  Pax  Ch r i s t i  webs i t e .  
www.paxchristi.org.uk  

Prayer for Peace 
in the Middle East 

 

We come to you, God Creator 
You are the source of light 
and beauty and power 
Your Son Jesus is the way  
of faith and hope and love 
Your Spirit is the fire of love, 
the fount of wisdom,  
the bond of unity  
You call us at this time,  
when war and rumours of war, 
weigh heavily on the peoples of 
the Middle East  
Their lives are already broken  
by suffering and violence.  
We renew our acceptance  
of your call  
We promise to work 
" To bring the light of the Gospel 
to those living in darkness, 
" To bring the hope of the Gospel 
to those living in despair, 
" To bring the healing of the Gos-
pel to the lonely, 
the disadvantaged,  
the marginalized, 
" And to bring the peace of the 
Gospel to a divided world. 

Amen. 

REFUGEES 
 

‘Welcome’  
is the title of a 20-minute film which tells the story of 
three homeless refugees who have become ‘Living 
Ghosts’.  “My life is frozen”, says a Zimbabwean 
maths teacher who’s been living “underground” since 
being evicted from his flat. “I’m existing, but it’s not a 
life. I don’t think people know we are being chucked 
out on the street, or they wouldn’t allow it to happen.” 
The DVD is available for loan from Joan. 

AMNESTY  
INTERNATIONAL 

 

Readers may be aware that the UK section of Am-
nesty International has recently voted to change its 
stance on abortion from neutral to supportive of 
abortion. The J&P Commission - although not a 
member of the organisation - has written to express 
its profound regret at this move.  Readers who are 
members of Amnesty might want to do likewise.   
 

Write to  
Melvin Coleman, Secretary,  
 Amnesty International United Kingdom Section,  
The Human Rights Action Centre,  
17-25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA. 
and  
AI Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, London WC1X 0DW. 

“Be the change you wish to see in 
the world.” 

                                                                                                                                                  Gandhi 



D I A R Y  
 
AUGUST 
6 & 9 Anniversaries of first  use of atomic 

 weapons at Hiroshima  & Nagasaki.  
 Pax Christi  
 020 8203 4884  & CND 020 7700 2393. 
 
SEPTEMBER 
10 Racial Justice Sunday CARJ 020 8802 8080  
 CCRJ 020 7620 4444 
10 Catholics for Racial Harmony Mass for 
 Racial Justice Sunday, St Patrick’s, King 
 Street, Wellington, Telford, 2.30 p.m. 
18  North-East Area J&P Meeting See box 
 opposite. 
21 Peace One Day  
 020 7456 9180  www.peaceoneday.org 
30 National Association of Christian 

Survivors of Sexual Abuse  
 National Service for Survivors and their 
 Supporters 3.00 p.m. Carrs Lane  Church, 
 Birmingham. (Just a few minutes  walk from 
 central stations.) 
 
OCTOBER 
6 CAFOD Harvest Fast  Day  020 7733 7900 
7 Prepare to … Live Simply See box opposite. 
17 International Day for  Eradication of 

 Poverty 
 www.unmeditation.org/ 
22-29 One World Week 
 Mind the Gap 
 0118 939 4933 
22-29 Week of Prayer for  World Peace   
 01666 825249 
24 United Nations Day 
 www.unmeditation.org/ 
29 Politika@Alexander’s Café bar Rufus Court, 

off Northgate St, Chester. (Political talk, social 
action and music.) Contact Bernard Payne 
01244 350323. 

 
NOVEMBER 
19-26 Landmine Action Week  
  Landmine Action  
 020 7820 0222   
12 Remembrance Day  
 Peace Pledge Union  white poppies 
 0207 424 9444 
20  Prisons Week &  Prisoners’ Sunday  
 PACT (Prison Advice &  Care Trust) 
 020 490 3139 
 
DECEMBER 
1 Prisoners for Peace  Day  
 Amnesty 0207 814 6200 
 World Aids Day  
 WHO 0207 814 6726 
3 World Migration Day 
 National Catholic  Refugee Forum 
 07871 646224 
  

 

Please send me your dates and news, so that they can be 
included in future editions of the  
Quick News Network mailing. 

 

Justice and Peace Coordinator:  
Joan Sharples, 16 Wellington Road, Nantwich, 

Cheshire CW5 7BH  
Tel 01270 620584  sdjp@fish.co.uk 

www.jp-shrewsburydiocese.org.uk 
The Diocese of Shrewsbury  

is a Registered Charity  No. 234025 

Prepare to Live Simply ... 
 

Nearly forty years on, we are invited to take  
another look at Pope Paul VI’s document  

The Development of Peoples and discover its  
message for us today.   

 

IAN LINDEN, Associate Professor at the School 
of Oriental and African Studies, and formerly 
Director of CIIR (now Progressio) will set the 

document in its context.   
 

There will also be an opportunity to see the  
materials produced as part of LIVE SIMPLY, the 
year-long celebration of this document, which will 

be launched in Advent, 2006.  
 

This event has been organised by Shrewsbury 
Diocese J&P Commission and CAFOD Shrewsbury. 

 

Saturday, 7 October, 2006 
10.00 - 1.00 

 

Wistaston Hall, 89 Broughton Lane, 
Crewe CW2 8JS 

 

Places are limited, so booking prior to the event is es-
sential.  (suggested donation £5.00) Contact Joan. 

Shrewsbury Diocese  
North-East Area Meeting 

 
 
 
 

CAFOD Diocesan Manger, SUE BOWNAS, will  
introduce CAFOD’s latest campaign,  

Unearth Justice,  
the first phase of which seeks to expose the world of 

exploitation that lies behind the glittering jewellery 
industry. 

 

This meeting is open to all. 
 

Monday, 18 September 
7.30-9.00 p.m. 

 

St Ann’s, 29 Vicarage Avenue,  
Cheadle Hulme SK8 7JW 

 

Contact Joan for details. 


