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We reclaim this Holy Season — your gift to us:

a poor, humble child in a stable
— this is your idea of wealth, Creator God —

to be surrounded by loved ones and animals in a lowly

barn under the limitless stars of the clear night sky.

So this Advent: we turn our back on waste,
on excess and destruction,
We vow to build up lives of simplicity,

To use our gifts to nourish each other in loving
Community as sisters and brothers,
And to put the “waiting back into wanting.”
Amen

Just and merciful God,
you listen with compassion to the voices
of those with burdens of poverty and homelessness.

Open our ears to the voices from the edge,
And in them may we hear your voice.

Guide us with your Spirit to act justly,
that poverty and homelessness will be ended
for all your children.

In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Steve Atherton writes:
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Fran Butler from Ellesmere Shropshire writes:
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Editor’s note: The next issue of MouthPeace will continue to explore the theme of ethical investment with an article about
the co-operative lending society “Shared Interest”. See also the Diary listing for the event at Hoole URC on 3rd March.
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9 &' -2 ‘J% !1 B - -2 % % Interratiznal Catholic Hovement for Peare
This theme highlights the need for the human family to find an urgent response to the serious questions of
poverty, seen as a material problem but above all as a moral and spiritual one... “The scandal of poverty re-
veals the inadequacy of current systems of human coexistence in promoting the realisation of the common
good. This imposes the need for reflection on the deep roots of material poverty and, consequently, also on
the spiritual poverty that makes man indifferent to the suffering of others."
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The full text of Bruce Kent's article is on the front of Pax Christi's latest newsletter. (October 2008)

; This is an ongoing project. Martin will be happy to hear from anyone who can contribute to development and promotion.
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! He is available for workshops and talks.
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was the lone voice that didn’t ask for additional mili-
tary personnel nor guns nor bullets. When the cri-
sis is over, | said that | would ask for ten water buf-
faloes.”
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& H 9 “This would mean that | will not allow

the establishment of a combat troop of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines in Damulog. We will only
have our existing police force to maintain internal
peace and order. The MILF cannot station any
combat troops within the municipality. Further-
more, no armed skirmishes should take place
within our territory. Commanders Kineg and Taunt-
ing welcomed the proposal. If we can get the
MILF, MNLF* and NPA** to support this ‘project’,
we would save effort, time, money, LIVES to pro-
mote development!!!”
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;He was most pleased that | didn't go for arming
civilians. This would transform them into combat-
ants. We talked about human rights and the
Geneva Convention. | told him that | already in-
structed one person to ask about the procedure for
declaring Damulog a peace zone. He had no ob-
jections and will support our move to ensure that no
armed confrontation ever takes place inside our
territory. If the armed conflict escalates, he would

welcome Damulog to be the place were civilians
can seek safe refuge.”
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“PD Armilla sang praises to the initiative and the
document. This crisis cannot be solved militarily. It
needs strategic diplomatic and political solutions. It
was re-affirming to listen to his experiences in rela-
tion to what we were trying to do in building the
peace in Damulog. He wishes that other munici-
palities would also take similar initiatives instead of
relying mainly on guns and bullets. It was a most
successful day.;
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1 * ) “that this small and quiet initiative

will be owned by the people of Damulog — a peo-
ple’s journey for lasting peace.” &P -
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“The participants surprised me. | didn’t expect that
they would be that interested in the peace confer-
ence that the team organized. | knew that the
theme was very relevant to the times. But | didn’t
expect them to come back after lunch to participate
in the workshops. | was wrong. The participants
came back. It was inspiring and enriching to listen
them giving suggestions on what the people of Da-
mulog can do achieve lasting peace. | said to the
team that we should make a careful study of the
results of the small group workshops. The partici-
pants gave out so many suggestions. Many of
them were concrete activities. What the team
needs to do is to sit down and formulate goals and
objectives into which the activities could be ar-
ranged.
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& ) - I* &. : “The first three
were big enough in terms of households and popu-
lation to have children to send to day-care centres.
Buluan was big enough to have a primary school.
All were too remote from existing schools to send
their children to school. None of them ever experi-
enced being paid a visit by a medical team or a
doctor. And | learned that there were other villages
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that had very similar experiences. Contd.
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Continued from page 8:

Along the Muleta and Pulangi rivers are villages that
have never been visited by doctors, agriculturists or a
Mayor. A lot of them feel that they are only remem-
bered and made use of during elections and then
promptly forgotten. | am not surprised why some of
these areas are reputed to be havens for cattle rustlers
and other criminal elements.”
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“The day started ominously. | was awakened by the
sound of heavy rain. | felt quite discouraged. But we
couldn’t cancel the walk. We could delay it for a few
hours and watch the PowerPoint presentations instead.
And that’'s what we did. When | arrived at the munici-
pal hall, many walkers were already there. | asked
three persons to go ahead by motorbike to assess the
road situation. The rest watched and listened to a
photo presentation on our latest visit to Agong. | also
gave the PowerPoint shows of other visits in the area.

“We finally left at 08.30 am. We were forced to start
the walk farther back than planned. But it didn’t rain
from Tukod to Agong. Some people found the walk
quite challenging. But we all got there. | was im-
pressed with what the local community had done.
They had cut the grass along the pathway and built a
new wooden bridge. They also had cleared the area
surrounding the assembly hall, the destroyed ware-
house and the abandoned cement solar drier.

“We were a crowd. There was a good number of staff
from the local government together with numerous for-
mer residents, neighbours and curious onlookers . But
the big hit and celebrity was Commander Taunting of
MILF.. Many of our staff wanted photos with him.

“The tree planting went as planned in spite of the rain.
Then | explained the double purpose of the Peace Park
and the signature campaign to protect the park. We
also held a public signing of three documents needed
to finally approve the school building project and to
start it this year, rather than wait for 2009.

“We started to walk back to Tukod at 12.00 noon. It

Gractuess

was a very good day, very fulfilling and full of hope.
We could all now dare to dream of a brighter future.
Almost all of us were hungry. And it was a real strug-
gle to hike back on empty stomachs and under the hot
sun. But I felt that it was worth all the pain. | hope that
every one felt the same.”

$ -2 % 2% . "% 7
“ | went early to see the Governor at his home. He was
pleased with our efforts and congratulated us for what
we have achieved. But he advised us not to be com-
placent and remain vigilant. This was what we intend
to do but we also push forward to new frontiers to
strengthen the peace process. In our trips, the teams
sensed a deep longing for peace from different com-
munities. But people are just short of ideas.”

2% % % - -%. "% "0
;Early tomorrow morning, a team of us are sailing out
to uncharted territories. None among us has been to
the places we plan to visit before. But we will have a
guide in the person of the headman of Omonay and
Commander Andez will also be with us. | don't think
we are taking unnecessary risks in visiting the villages
along the Muleta river.

“l again heard the accusation that | care for the MILF
more than the people of Damulog proper. My rational
response was to use statistical proof comparing the
few days | allocated visiting the MILF communities to
the days | spent within the 17 barangays of Damulog.
The accusation becomes even more ridiculous when
we take a look at resources and services to the
‘outsiders’ and the ‘insiders’. But people are not al-
ways logical and rational. Then | received a brilliant
help from our office clerk. She said that when a farm is
in danger of being attacked by rats, the first thing that a
farmer does is clean the surroundings. He doesn’t put
poison on the corn field nor station hundreds of cats.
He cuts the grass around the farm.

“Then she goes on, ‘In a similar way the Mayor is clear-
ing the surroundings of ill-will and misunderstanding by
going out to the ‘hills’ to meet and talk with the people.
He is taking risks and is making sacrifices because he
cares for the whole of Damulog. Through the peace
building work, he hopes that Damulog will never be
again suffer raids from armed groups hiding in the
‘hills’. She is very right. Brilliant!

“What we hope will happen in the future is that the Mu-
nicipalities of Carmen, President Roxas and Damulog
will join forces and develop a program of how services
can reach the villages we are visiting tomorrow. If |
can serve as a temporary bridge between the local
governments and their respective constituencies, wow,
that would be great. Talks are not enough. Peace
packs are insufficient. Actual, practical, concrete pres-
ence in the form of services are need to make the peo-
ple see and feel that the government cares for them
also. May this happen and happen soon.”
@ $* ( .-

If you would like to receive the letters as they arrive please
email Joan Sharplesdk 2.$ 9:%.0"(F"-2% 2% &
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Editor: Because of the publication dates of MouthPeace, Fairtrade Fortnight often gets overlooked. Thank you to Shrewsbury J & P
Commission for offering a few suggestions if you would like to plan ahead this time.
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Copy date

for nextissue
1/02/ 09

Don't forget to send in
reports of events

and dates for the diary
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The opinions expressed in
MouthPeace are the views of
the individual contributors or
organisations concerned and
do not necessarily reflect those
of the Justice and Peace Com-
missions of the dioceses of
Shrewsbury and Liverpool

) J&)” =*
& CS

&) ) ="

"

K + &2 &
=) @&

& ) &2

16463

Shrewsbury Liverpool

$ - $ -
« * &- Q &
J:” K$) ) 15 % %
. 1+ 5 3 :

N 6+6 %++ 6 #on-8
* gl " pW= -3 > 8

37 &8

15 -2 | 646
"& 3t ! 9 6+6+ 6
6 . @ &°  W-=8!l- 2
& -8

. +451 S% % % 1
N 6 4 + S8 &1& )&

P& "8 ! N 646+ 6 6
= - $

page 12 fOA.$ % " 1 - %%

Grnchiess



